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HONORING ARIC MATTHEW 
STOREY 

HON. SAM GRAVES 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, February 12, 2015 

Mr. GRAVES of Missouri. Mr. Speaker, I 
proudly pause to recognize Aric Matthew 
Storey. Aric is a very special young man who 
has exemplified the finest qualities of citizen-
ship and leadership by taking an active part in 
the Boy Scouts of America, Troop 351, and 
earning the most prestigious award of Eagle 
Scout. 

Aric has been very active with his troop, 
participating in many scout activities. Over the 
many years Aric has been involved with scout-
ing, he has not only earned numerous merit 
badges, but also the respect of his family, 
peers, and community. Most notably, Aric has 
contributed to his community through his 
Eagle Scout project. 

Mr. Speaker, I proudly ask you to join me in 
commending Aric Matthew Storey for his ac-
complishments with the Boy Scouts of Amer-
ica and for his efforts put forth in achieving the 
highest distinction of Eagle Scout. 

f 

HONORING THE LOS ALAMOS 
HISTORICAL SOCIETY 

HON. BEN RAY LUJÁN 
OF NEW MEXICO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, February 12, 2015 

Mr. BEN RAY LUJÁN of New Mexico. Mr. 
Speaker, I rise today to honor the Los Alamos 
Historical Society for its work to preserve the 
history of Los Alamos and its advocacy for the 
Manhattan Project National Park. 

The Los Alamos Historical Society has done 
much to promote the history of Los Alamos. 
As the largest historical society in New Mex-
ico, the Los Alamos Historical Society plays 
an important educational role in the commu-
nity by managing the Los Alamos Historical 
Museum and Archives, producing lecture se-
ries, and publishing books on the area history. 
Moreover, the Los Alamos Historical Society 
helped to create the ‘‘Voices of the Manhattan 
Project,’’ a public archive of the oral history 
collections of Manhattan Project veterans and 
their families. Not only has the Los Alamos 
Historical Society helped preserve and com-
municate the story of Los Alamos for future 
generations of New Mexicans, but it has also 
helped spread Los Alamos’s legacy to visitors 
from around the globe. 

The Los Alamos Historical Society has also 
been a strong advocate for the creation of the 
Manhattan Project National Park. The Manhat-
tan Project changed the course of the 20th 
century and has had an enduring effect on 
American and world history. The new National 
Park will help future generations understand 
both the positive and negative impacts of the 

project, as well as recognize the individuals 
who played a key role in the national security 
of our nation. I thank the Los Alamos Histor-
ical Society for its efforts to ensure that the 
legacy and people of the Manhattan Project 
will not be forgotten, and I applaud the Histor-
ical Society for all that they have done to pro-
tect and promote the history of Los Alamos. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. NIKI TSONGAS 
OF MASSACHUSETTS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, February 12, 2015 

Ms. TSONGAS. Mr. Speaker, I was unable 
to cast a vote on Roll Call 51, 52, 53, 54, 55, 
56 on February 2, 2015 and February 3, 2015. 
I was in Massachusetts during the severe 
weather that struck New England and was un-
able travel to Washington. 

Had I been present for these votes, I would 
have voted Yes on Roll Call 51 (H.R. 361), 
Roll Call 52 (H.R. 615); H.R. 623 (Roll Call 
53) and Roll Call 56 (approving the Journal). 
I would have voted No on Roll Call 54 (pre-
vious question on H. Res. 70), and Roll Call 
55 (H. Res. 70). 

I would have voted in favor of H.R. 361 in 
order to enhance the medical preparedness of 
the Department of Homeland Security. I would 
have voted in favor of H.R. 615 in order to in-
crease the ability of agencies within the De-
partment of Homeland Security to commu-
nicate more effectively with each other. Fi-
nally, I would have voted in favor of H.R. 623 
in order to determine possible ways to use so-
cial media to effectively prepare for and re-
spond to natural disasters and terrorist at-
tacks. 

I would have voted against Roll Call 54, a 
previous question. Had Roll Call 54 failed, 
Democrats would have been allowed to bring 
the American Manufacturing Jobs for Students 
Act to the floor. I would have voted against H. 
Res. 70, a resolution that allowed the majority 
to bring a bill to the floor that would repeal the 
Affordable Care Act. Should the repeal bill be-
come law, funding for the Children’s Health In-
surance Program would be ended and 3 mil-
lion young Americans would be kicked of their 
parents’ health plans. Further, an estimated 10 
million people would lose their insurance cov-
erage. 

f 

BISHOP GUILFOYLE BRINGS HOME 
THE TITLE 

HON. BILL SHUSTER 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, February 12, 2015 

Mr. SHUSTER. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize the Bishop Guilfoyle Marauder Foot-
ball team, who capped off an undefeated sea-
son beating the Clariton Bears in the Division 
‘‘A’’ State Championship. 

Led by Coach Wheeler, BG’s offense 
plowed through their opponents, posting 715 
points this season and while I don’t hold it 
against them, it became obvious BG was des-
tined for a championship when I watched them 
defeat my nephew Michael Shuster and the 
Camp Hill Lions 62–21. 

But the saying is: Defense wins champion-
ships. 

And in the final minutes of the PIAA State 
Championship, the Marauder defense dug in 
and held the goal-line, defending multiple 
Clairton red-zone scoring attempts, securing 
the Maurader’s 1-point lead, 19–18 straight to 
the Title. 

And the character displayed by these young 
men gave all of us another reason to be proud 
to call Central Pennsylvania home. 

I would also like to give special recognition 
to the seniors for dedicating their time and ef-
forts to a team sport that they love. Many of 
these seniors have played football together 
since 4th grade, and for some of them the 
State Championship will serve as their last 
game of football, albeit a good note to go out 
on: 

Berger, B. Chadbourn, McCloskey, Gormley, 
Kitt, Livoti, Luther, Miller, Price, and Wolf. 

And the rest of the team: Hagg, Yasulitis, 
Coyler, Leamer, Degol, S. Donoughe, Little, 
Kozak, Keating, Irwin, Frederick, Runk, Green, 
Brumbaugh, Yahner, Callahan, Trexler, E. 
Chadbourn, Luther, Donnelly, Trybus, 
Freidenberger, Conrad, Ramsey, Ferrell, 
Leamer, P. Donoughe, Labroila, Georgiana, 
Pleva, Wills, Yasulitis, Berish, and Patterson. 

And I would be remiss if I did not mention 
the Marauder’s honorary captain, who truly ex-
emplifies the spirit of Bishop Guilfoyle Foot-
ball—Jorden McClure. 

Congratulations to Coach Wheeler, and all 
of Bishop Guilfoyle for bringing home the 
State Championship. 

f 

HONORING COLE MICHAEL 
KOSTELAC 

HON. SAM GRAVES 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, February 12, 2015 

Mr. GRAVES of Missouri. Mr. Speaker, I 
proudly pause to recognize Cole Michael 
Kostelac. Cole is a very special young man 
who has exemplified the finest qualities of citi-
zenship and leadership by taking an active 
part in the Boy Scouts of America, Troop 351, 
and earning the most prestigious award of 
Eagle Scout. 

Cole has been very active with his troop, 
participating in many scout activities. Over the 
many years Cole has been involved with 
scouting, he has not only earned numerous 
merit badges, but also the respect of his fam-
ily, peers, and community. Most notably, Cole 
has contributed to his community through his 
Eagle Scout project. 
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Mr. Speaker, I proudly ask you to join me in 

commending Cole Michael Kostelac for his ac-
complishments with the Boy Scouts of Amer-
ica and for his efforts put forth in achieving the 
highest distinction of Eagle Scout. 

f 

HONORING THE WASKOM HIGH 
SCHOOL WILDCATS, 2014 3–A, DIV 
II STATE FOOTBALL CHAMPIONS 

HON. LOUIE GOHMERT 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, February 12, 2015 

Mr. GOHMERT. Mr. Speaker, it is a great 
honor to recognize today the outstanding sea-
son of the Waskom Wildcats football team, 
who completed the season by capturing the 
title of 2014 Class 3A Division II Texas State 
Champions for the first time in the entirety of 
Waskom’s history. 

The championship series proved difficult for 
the Wildcats, but it was not a difficulty that 
these skilled and devoted athletes could not 
overcome. In the State semi-final game, the 
Wildcats trailed the Sonora Broncos until the 
third quarter, when their defense held the 
Broncos back while their offense prevailed 
with a final score of 25–21 to win the game 
and usher them into the state championship 
title game. 

After the scoreless first quarter of the state 
title game, the tenacious Waskom Wildcats 
scored their first touchdown to take the lead 
over the Newton Eagles, but the Eagles bat-
tled back to take an 8–7 lead. In an amazing 
show of resilience and ability, just fifteen sec-
onds later, the Wildcats ran the ball 88 yards 
to score a touchdown and take the lead once 
again. From that play on, the Wildcats only in-
creased their lead. Scoring six touchdowns 
and running 350 total yards of offense, the 
Wildcats ended an extraordinary and vic-
torious game with a final score of 41–22. 

The Wildcats are a perfect representation of 
what can be accomplished when a team pos-
sesses both perseverance and resolve with 
proper guidance from the coaching staff. Al-
though the Wildcats suffered a loss during the 
first game of their season, their determination 
remained steadfast, and they recovered to end 
the season with a stellar record of 13–2. 

The exceptional athletes who comprise this 
team of champions are Kevin Johnson, 
Keileon Johnson, Trace Carter, Jaire Jackson, 
Junebug Johnson, Kaleb Haynes, Eric Ste-
phens III, Pedro Rodriguez, Lucas Norton, 
Cullum Ditmore, Dylan Harkrider, Jake Gillard, 
Chan Amie, Mike Reason, Kyle Kyker, Dillon 
Benton, Michael Jaeger, Kyle McInnis, Hernan 
Rico, Victor Tapia, John Lumpkin, Tony 
Ratcliff, Morgan Browning, Jose Chavarria, 
Kyle Adams, Brandon Latham, Logan O’Con-
nor, Christian Smith, Jack Smith, Dylan Pow-
ell, Jeremy D’Agostino, Hunter Johnson, 
Jacob Bennett, Dylan Hudson, Matt Norris, 
Bradley Cochran, Ty Carter, Jason Jinks, Tay 
Green, Vicente Segura, and Matt Padron. 

The athletic staff and faculty who led the 
Wildcats to victory must be congratulated, be-
cause no team, no matter how talented and 
committed can rise to the pinnacle of being 
State Champions without proper direction, cor-
rection, and motivation. Led by Head Coach & 
Athletic Director Whitney Keeling, the Coach-
ing Staff includes Jeremy Kubiak, Greg Pear-

son, Daniel Swaim, Jeff Lyles, Gary Wilson, 
Vencent Lee, David Higginbotham, Matt 
Goode, and Lorenza Thomas; the Ball Boys 
include Paxton Keeling, Trent Higginbotham, 
Jalynn Washington, LaZavion Thomas, and 
Benito Sanchez. And, of course, if a school 
and school district is not committed to its ath-
letic program and all the life lessons it pro-
vides, the team does not have the opportunity 
to excel. So thanks and congratulations go to 
the School Principal Andy Chilcoat and his 
staff, as well as Superintendent Jimmy E. Cox 
and all of his staff. 

It is with great pride that I join with the citi-
zens of Waskom, as well as the entire First 
District of Texas, in congratulating the 
Waskom Wildcats on their first State Cham-
pionship and their impressive season. This 
outstanding accomplishment is now preserved 
in the United States CONGRESSIONAL RECORD 
which will endure as long as there is a United 
States of America. 

f 

HONORING UNIVERSITY OF OR-
EGON PROFESSOR DAVID FRANK 

HON. PETER A. DeFAZIO 
OF OREGON 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, February 12, 2015 

Mr. DEFAZIO. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize University of Oregon (UO) Professor 
David Frank. In his 32 year career at the UO, 
Professor Frank has taught, mentored, and in-
spired generations of students. He has shaped 
the study of speech and debate as the dean 
of the Robert D. Clark Honors Program at the 
UO and as the longtime director of the UO 
Forensics Program. For his exemplary work 
and for his leadership, the UO college debate 
tournament has been renamed the David 
Frank Tournament of Scholars. 

Professor Frank is renowned for his wit, rhe-
torical flair, and passion for the principles of 
debate. He is the recipient of five teaching 
awards, including three university wide rec-
ognitions and a career achievement award in 
forensics. He has overseen the UO Forensics 
Program since 1981, which won three national 
championships and international recognition, 
with a team competing in the semifinal round 
at the 2006 World Universities Championship 
in Dublin, Ireland. 

As a University of Oregon graduate, it is my 
pleasure to highlight the outstanding accom-
plishments of Professor Frank. I am also 
proud to note that Oregon forensics dates to 
the founding of the university in 1876. One of 
the very first intercollegiate debates in Amer-
ica occurred in 1891 between Oregon and Wil-
lamette University. The style of debate now 
known as policy cross-examination was devel-
oped at the University of Oregon in the 1930s. 

The UO hosts the first David Frank Tour-
nament of Scholars later this month, an honor 
Professor Frank so richly merits. 

f 

HONORING LORI SAROYA 

HON. KEITH ELLISON 
OF MINNESOTA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, February 12, 2015 

Mr. ELLISON. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize Lori Saroya for her contributions 

and tireless efforts in promoting justice, civil 
rights and mutual understanding among the 
Minnesota Islamic community and all peoples 
of faith. As Co-Founder and Executive Director 
of the Minnesota chapter of the Council on Is-
lamic American Relations (CAIR) Mrs. Saroya 
has been at the forefront of building coalitions 
and improving Muslim relations across the 
state. 

Mrs. Saroya was raised in Bloomfield, Iowa. 
She received her undergraduate degree from 
St. Catherine University and her Juris Doctor 
from Hamline University. As a child of the only 
Muslims in a small town she and her family 
were subject to messages of hate and unfair 
treatment. She took these early life experi-
ences and turned them into positive actions. 
While still in high school Mrs. Saroya orga-
nized the Iowa Conference on Islam at the 
University of Iowa. 

Recognizing a lack of Muslim civil rights ad-
vocacy groups in Minnesota she decided to fill 
the void. In 2007, she co-founded the Min-
nesota chapter of CAIR. The organization has 
quickly become a powerful voice for Muslim 
civil liberties and advocacy across the state. 
CAIR–MN successfully fought for and won the 
establishment of the Abu Huraira Islamic Cen-
ter in St. Anthony, MN despite misguided local 
opposition. CAIR–MN asked the Justice De-
partment to investigate, which led to a nego-
tiated agreement with the city and the opening 
of a magnificent new center for gatherings and 
prayer. In 2014, Mrs. Saroya along with mem-
bers of CAIR–MN led the first ever Jewish- 
Muslim Youth Day at the Minnesota Legisla-
ture. This ground breaking interfaith program 
trains students on successfully engaging in 
dialogue with legislators on the pressing 
issues of racial profiling, immigration, and safe 
schools. CAIR–MN has become the go-to 
legal source for those in the Muslim commu-
nity. Since 2007 the organization has provided 
hundreds of Muslims with free legal aid and 
has become a driving force in fighting unlawful 
discrimination and bullying in work, schools, 
and the public sphere. 

CAIR–MN’s outstanding work has been rec-
ognized time and time again on the state and 
national level. Among some of the organiza-
tion’s many awards include the ‘‘Nonprofit Mis-
sion and Excellence Anti-Racism Award’’ from 
the Minnesota Council of Nonprofits and the 
‘‘Pro Bono Difference Maker Award’’ from the 
American Bar Association. It is through 
achievements such as these that Mrs. Saroya 
became the recipient of the prestigious Bush 
Foundation Fellowship for $100,000 in 2014. 
This fellowship stands as a testament and a 
capstone to the truly amazing work that Ms. 
Saroya did in her time as Executive Director. 
Through this grant she will be able to take 
even greater leaps in her advocacy work. 

Thanks to Ms. Saroya’s outstanding efforts 
and hard work, CAIR–MN has immensely ben-
efited the Muslim community in Minnesota. I 
applaud Ms. Saroya’s extraordinary work in 
advancing the civil rights of the Muslim com-
munity and fostering a more vibrant and cul-
turally understanding Minnesota. On behalf of 
the people of Minnesota’s Fifth Congressional 
District, I wish you continued success and im-
pact in your future advocacy work. 
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COMMEMORATING THE LIVES OF 

ISIL’S VICTIMS 

HON. DIANA DeGETTE 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, February 12, 2015 

Ms. DEGETTE. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
condemn the horrific ongoing brutality of ISIL 
and mourn the senseless loss of life in the 
Middle East. 

Just yeterday, the United States confirmed 
the death of Kayla Mueller, the fourth Amer-
ican to die while a hostage of ISIL. Ms. 
Mueller had dedicated her young life to serv-
ing the struggling people of Syria as they en-
dure a civil war and violence from many sides. 

In recent weeks, we have also learned of 
the murder of two Japanese citizens, Kenji 
Goto and Haruna Yukawa, and Jordanian Air 
Force Pilot Lt. Muath Al-Kaseasbeh. These 
most recent casualties join American, British, 
and Russian captives as victims of ISIL’s de-
ranged ideology. All these victims, and their 
families, will be in our thoughts and prayers. 

As co-chair of the Congressional Study 
Group on Japan, I was especially appalled 
that ISIL executed the Japanese captives in 
response to Japan pledging non-military aid to 
support the victims of ISIL’s terror. Millions of 
Iraqi and Syrian refugees are in desperate 
need of assistance, and I applaud Japan for 
standing with the United States and a coalition 
of nations committed to confronting ISIL’s bar-
barity. 

The continued murder of foreign captives 
and the ongoing atrocities committed against 
tens of thousands of Iraqis and Syrians are a 
stark reminder that we cannot allow ISIL to 
continue unchecked. Instead, as international 
community we must remain united in our re-
solve to stop this evil and help work toward a 
stable, peaceful Middle East. 

f 

HONORING CHRISTOPHER MICHAEL 
GRAVES 

HON. SAM GRAVES 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, February 12, 2015 

Mr. GRAVES of Missouri. Mr. Speaker, I 
proudly pause to recognize Christopher Mi-
chael Graves. Christopher is a very special 
young man who has exemplified the finest 
qualities of citizenship and leadership by tak-
ing an active part in the Boy Scouts of Amer-
ica, Troop 351, and earning the most pres-
tigious award of Eagle Scout. 

Christopher has been very active with his 
troop, participating in many scout activities. 
Over the many years Christopher has been in-
volved with scouting, he has not only earned 
numerous merit badges, but also the respect 
of his family, peers, and community. Most no-
tably, Christopher has contributed to his com-
munity through his Eagle Scout project. 

Mr. Speaker, I proudly ask you to join me in 
commending Christopher Michael Graves for 
his accomplishments with the Boy Scouts of 
America and for his efforts put forth in achiev-
ing the highest distinction of Eagle Scout. 

BUFFALO STATE WOMEN’S 
BASKETBALL 

HON. BRIAN HIGGINS 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, February 12, 2015 

Mr. HIGGINS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize three outstanding members of the 
senior class at Buffalo State College, Hillary 
Kollar, Olivia Luciani, and Ashley Wallace. As 
members of the Buffalo State women’s bas-
ketball team, these students are known as 
leaders among their peers and teammates. I 
commend these young women for their dedi-
cation to academics and athletics and con-
gratulate them on the completion of their col-
lege careers. 

Hillary Kollar played for Buffalo State as a 
Guard and majored in Fashion Merchandising. 
Hillary comes from Johnstown, New York 
where she attended Johnstown High School. 

A graduate of East Syracuse Minoa High 
School in Syracuse, New York, Olivia Luciani 
studied Public Communication while at Buffalo 
State and also played as a Guard for the bas-
ketball team. 

Ashley Wallace comes from Lockport, New 
York and attended Starpoint High School. 
Ashley was a Forward who majored in Child-
hood Education at Buffalo State. Balancing the 
responsibilities demanded of student athletes 
is a true challenge, and each of these stu-
dents handled the test with dignity and grace. 
As an alumnus of Buffalo State, I will be proud 
to call them fellow alumni. 

Mr. Speaker, I thank you for allowing my 
colleagues to join me in recognizing these ex-
traordinary Buffalo State Bengals and in con-
gratulating them as they obtain their under-
graduate degrees. Their dedication and drive 
will propel them to success, and I wish them 
all the best in their future endeavors. 

f 

BLACK HISTORY MONTH 

HON. CHARLES B. RANGEL 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, February 12, 2015 

Mr. RANGEL. Mr. Speaker, in February, our 
nation commemorates the significant mile-
stones in Black History as we pay homage to 
the individuals who shaped America’s history. 
I am proud that many of the great Black lead-
ers and movements in our history came from 
Harlem. As the epicenter of the Black cultural 
movement of the 1920s known as the Harlem 
Renaissance, the historic neighborhood was 
home to luminaries such as James Baldwin, 
Madame C.J. Walker, and Duke Ellington. Re-
cently, many great political leaders have called 
Harlem home, including David Dinkins, Basil 
Paterson, and Percy Sutton. Our congres-
sional district continues to be a bastion of 
Black social, political, and artistic develop-
ment. 

I am fortunate to have many excellent orga-
nizations in the District that promote Black cul-
ture, history, and advancement. Our rich herit-
age is preserved through the efforts of The 
Link’s Incorporated, 100 Black Men of New 
York, Coalition of 100 Black Women, Harlem 
Mothers SAVE, New York Urban League, 
NAACP New York State Conference, NAACP 

Mid-Manhattan Branch, Jazzmobile, Inc., 
Masjid Malcolm Shabazz Mosque, Harlem 
Congregations for Community Improvement, 
United Clergy Caucus, Mobilizing Preachers 
and Community (MPAC), Clergy With a Pur-
pose and Community, United Baptist Mis-
sionary Association, Baptist Ministers’ Con-
ference of New York & Vicinity, Faison Fire-
house Theatre, New Heritage Theater Group, 
Impact Reparatory Theatre, Manna House, 
The Falu Foundation, The Caribbean Cultural 
Center, The Pan-Hellenic Council of New 
York, The Mama Foundation, and Gospel for 
Teens. 

Throughout Black History Month, we cele-
brate the contributions of Blacks in every facet 
of our society: Jackie Robinson of the Brook-
lyn Dodgers and Bill Russell of the Boston 
Celtics redefined sports and helped propel the 
civil rights movement; Supreme Court Justice 
Thurgood Marshall and Rep. Shirley Chisholm 
left an indelible mark in government, Louis 
Armstrong and Langston Hughes influenced 
generations of musicians and poets. And civil 
rights leaders such as Dr. Martin Luther King, 
Jr. and my dear friend Rep. JOHN LEWIS for-
ever changed the course of our nation. 

As we mark the 50th Anniversary of the his-
toric march from Selma to Montgomery, we 
pay tribute to our leaders who fought tirelessly 
for our rights and the artists who commu-
nicated the feelings of generations of Black 
Americans. Today, the rallying call of Black 
Lives Matter has regenerated a new move-
ment of young social activists such as The 
Justice League NYC as the struggle continues 
to raise awareness for justice and equality 
throughout urban America. Let us honor the 
memory of the great men and women who 
paved the path of Black culture and achieve-
ment and commit to preserving our history by 
striving to build on their legacy. 

f 

CONGRATULATING KARL KILDOW 

HON. DAVID G. VALADAO 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, February 12, 2015 

Mr. VALADAO. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
congratulate Karl Kildow on his retirement 
after 38 years of working in the education in-
dustry as both an educator and an advocate. 

Mr. Kildow was born in San Diego, Cali-
fornia and spent his youth in San Diego and 
Tustin, California. After completing his high 
school education, Mr. Kildow attended Cali-
fornia State University Fullerton, where he re-
ceived a degree in Social Science. 

After college, Mr. Kildow dedicated his life to 
the noble profession of teaching. His first 
teaching job was at Needles High School in 
Needles, California. While there, he taught 
English, mathematics, history, and physical 
education and coached the school’s basketball 
team. In addition launching his career as an 
educator in Needles, he also met his wife 
Sandy there. 

Mr. Kildow settled in Visalia where he taught 
at Divisidero Middle School, Mt. Whitney High 
School, and Redwood High School teaching 
English, for 1 year, 18 years, and 8 years, re-
spectively. During this time period he received 
an English credential and got involved in the 
Visalia Unified Teachers Association (VUTA) 
and the National Educators Association (NEA). 
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He served as the President of the VUTA for 
12 years and currently is an NEA Director. 

After 38 years of teaching and advocating 
on behalf of students and teachers alike, Mr. 
Kildow will be retiring later this year. 

Educators and students throughout the Cen-
tral Valley of California have been extremely 
fortunate to have had someone as talented 
and dedicated as Mr. Kildow working on their 
behalf. Mr. Kildow touched the lives of count-
less individuals throughout his career. The 
Central Valley has benefitted greatly from his 
insight and perspective. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues in the 
United States House of Representatives to 
join me in commending Karl Kildow for his 38 
years of dedicated public service as an educa-
tor in the Central Valley and congratulating 
him on his recent retirement. 

f 

RUNNING FOR A CAUSE 

HON. PETE OLSON 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, February 12, 2015 

Mr. OLSON. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
congratulate The Fellowship for hosting their 
5th annual Run4theChildren race in Katy, 
Texas. This race raises funds to help families 
overcome the barriers to adopting children. 
This wonderful charity event allows families in 
our community grow and share their love. 

Over 160 million orphan children in the 
world are looking for homes. Sadly, many fam-
ilies that would love to make an orphaned 
child a member of their family face costly huge 
financial barriers that can run upwards of 
$30,000. Run4theChildren addresses this 
problem head on. In the past four years, the 
annual event has raised $80,000 for grants to 
help families who want to adopt children. 

I commend The Fellowship for extending the 
warmth of their ministry to all the families they 
have connected with new sons and daughters 
and all individuals who seek to participate in 
the race. On behalf of the residents of the 
Twenty-Second Congressional District of 
Texas, congratulations again to The Fellow-
ship for hosting its 5th annual 
Run4theChildren race. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE THORNTON 
FAMILY’S SERVICE TO MCDON-
ALD COUNTY, MO 

HON. BILLY LONG 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, February 12, 2015 

Mr. LONG. Mr. Speaker, I rise to recognize 
and honor the Clifford and Susie Thornton 
family on their well-deserved recognition as 
the 2015 honoree at the McDonald County 
Schools Foundation’s second annual Heart of 
Education Banquet. 

The Thornton family has blessed McDonald 
County with their dedication to community 
service and development. Clifford and Susie 
opened their family-owned pharmacy in Noel 
in 1979 and ran this small business for 29 
years. They are the proud parents of three 
McDonald County Schools graduates, all of 
which have greatly contributed to the commu-
nity’s betterment. 

Clifford and Susie’s son Matt served as ex-
ecutive director of the McDonald County Com-
munity Development Council. While there, 
Matt played an influential role in the creation 
of the McDonald County Schools Foundation. 

Their son Mike continued in the family pro-
fession and is now a pharmacist and small 
business owner in Anderson within the 
McDonald County community. Mike is also the 
current McDonald County Schools Foundation 
president. 

Clifford and Susie’s daughter Suzanne 
Schmidt also remains embedded in the local 
education as a nurse for the McDonald County 
School District. She is an avid supporter of the 
school’s sports and extracurricular activities. 

I urge my colleagues to join in congratu-
lating the family of Clifford and Susie Thornton 
as the 2015 McDonald County Schools Foun-
dation honoree. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. BARBARA LEE 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, February 12, 2015 

Ms. LEE. Mr. Speaker, I was not present for 
roll call votes 69–70 due to a family emer-
gency. Had I been present, I would have 
voted yes on #69 and yes on #70. 

f 

50TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE 
JUNIOR LEAGUE OF BAKERSFIELD 

HON. KEVIN McCARTHY 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, February 12, 2015 

Mr. MCCARTHY. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
in recognition of the 50th anniversary of the 
Junior League of Bakersfield. This milestone 
provides us the opportunity to reflect on the 
importance of civic responsibility and vol-
unteerism, demonstrated so admirably by the 
Junior League of Bakersfield’s five decades of 
outstanding service to the community. 

In 1952, a few women formed one of the 
first exclusively service-oriented societies in 
Bakersfield: the Community League of Kern 
County. This organization of mothers and 
daughters from around our community sought 
to organize for the good of their city as an all- 
volunteer association. And there was plenty of 
work to do. 1952 was also the year of the 
White Wolf Fault Earthquake, a 7.2 magnitude 
disaster which demolished downtown Bakers-
field. In the aftermath, the League began im-
mediately helping our neighbors. 

From its first days, the League concerned 
itself with the vulnerable in Bakersfield. Incor-
porating as a chapter of the Association of 
Junior Leagues of America in 1965, the Junior 
League focused its energies on assisting chil-
dren and the elderly. While singlehandedly 
executing long-term projects, such as the con-
struction of the 1966 Bakersfield Community 
House for Seniors, the Junior League prefers 
to partner with local institutions for joint 
projects. In the past fifty years, it has raised 
more than a million dollars and volunteered 
hundreds of thousands of hours to help those 
in need, including hospitalized children, teen 
mothers, the mentally and physically disabled, 

the addicted, the homeless, and the abused. 
Generous in its charity, judicious in its man-
agement, our Junior League has long been 
noted for the efficacy with which it directs re-
sources to those whom would benefit most. 

In the years ahead, the League will con-
centrate on sustaining the Girls Achievement 
Program, an initiative aimed at protecting 
emancipated youth, for which they have al-
ready granted tens of thousands of dollars to 
local organizations. The Junior League rep-
resents the best part of Bakersfield’s social 
conscience. On behalf of the Bakersfield com-
munity, I ask my colleagues to join me in con-
gratulating the Junior League of Bakersfield on 
50 years of accomplishments as we look for-
ward to many more. 

f 

HONORING JEFFREY RYAN REYNA 

HON. SAM GRAVES 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, February 12, 2015 

Mr. GRAVES of Missouri. Mr. Speaker, I 
proudly pause to recognize Jeffrey Ryan 
Reyna. Jeffrey is a very special young man 
who has exemplified the finest qualities of citi-
zenship and leadership by taking an active 
part in the Boy Scouts of America, Troop 351, 
and earning the most prestigious award of 
Eagle Scout. 

Jeffrey has been very active with his troop, 
participating in many scout activities. Over the 
many years Jeffrey has been involved with 
scouting, he has not only earned numerous 
merit badges, but also the respect of his fam-
ily, peers, and community. Most notably, Jef-
frey has contributed to his community through 
his Eagle Scout project. 

Mr. Speaker, I proudly ask you to join me in 
commending Jeffrey Ryan Reyna for his ac-
complishments with the Boy Scouts of Amer-
ica and for his efforts put forth in achieving the 
highest distinction of Eagle Scout. 

f 

HONORING SUPER BOWL HERO 
MALCOLM BUTLER 

HON. BENNIE G. THOMPSON 
OF MISSISSIPPI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, February 12, 2015 

Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to honor a remarkably talented 
individual, Malcolm Butler, who is a native of 
Mississippi. Butler was born into a family of 
five children in Vicksburg, Mississippi. Mr. But-
ler is a prime example of learning from one’s 
mistakes and taking advantage of being given 
a second chance. 

Despite only playing football at the corner-
back position his freshman and senior years at 
Vicksburg High School, Butler was able to re-
ceive a scholarship from Hinds Community 
College after graduating in 2009. After some 
setbacks in his first season, Butler was dis-
missed from the team midseason. However, 
he did not let prior mistakes define him, and 
as he made major adjustments in his life, he 
was invited to rejoin the team. 

Butler went on to play at Division II Univer-
sity of West Alabama in 2012, where he 
played exceptionally both seasons. His junior 
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year, he started in all 12 games and recorded 
49 tackles and 5 interceptions; the following 
year he had 45 tackles, 2 interceptions, and a 
blocked field goal. His seasons were so re-
markable that he was named All-Gulf South 
Conference both years. 

Despite such success at West Alabama, 
Butler went undrafted. Fortunately, he was in-
vited to attend a tryout for the New England 
Patriots to make their roster going into training 
camp. With odds that were not in his favor, 
Butler managed to be a standout player at that 
tryout, and he ultimately made the team. 

Butler had a solid season this year on the 
Patriots team, playing 52 snaps on special 
teams and 182 on defense. Though he didn’t 
play in the playoffs versus the Ravens and 
only 15 snaps against the Colts, Butler made 
a name for himself in this year’s Super Bowl. 
After the Patriots struggled against Seahawks 
wide receiver Chris Matthews throughout the 
first half, the Patriots made adjustments and 
substituted Butler in the game. 

New England was able to contain Matthews, 
and they held the lead 24–20 with two minutes 
left in the game. Butler came through in two 
crucial plays in the home stretch. In the first, 
after swatting the ball into the air, Butler man-
ages to force receiver Jermaine Kearse out of 
bounds after Kearse caught it. Two plays later, 
Butler made a game-winning interception, the 
first of his NFL career. 

Butler’s example is proof that one’s mis-
takes do not define him. His persistence, com-
bined with his shrewd football acumen, has 
cemented his role in NFL history. Malcolm 
Butler is yet another example of Mississippi’s 
tradition of producing fine athletes that are 
also honorable human beings. 

f 

OUR UNCONSCIONABLE NATIONAL 
DEBT 

HON. MIKE COFFMAN 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, February 12, 2015 

Mr. COFFMAN. Mr. Speaker, on January 
20, 2009, the day President Obama took of-
fice, the national debt was 
$10,626,877,048,913.08. 

Today, it is $18,132,368,869,938.98. We’ve 
added $7,505,491,821,025.90 to our debt in 6 
years. This is over $7.5 trillion in debt our na-
tion, our economy, and our children could 
have avoided with a balanced budget amend-
ment. 

f 

BUFFALO STATE MEN’S 
BASKETBALL 

HON. BRIAN HIGGINS 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, February 12, 2015 

Mr. HIGGINS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize five outstanding members of the 
senior class at Buffalo State College, Roderick 
Epps, Justin Best, Chris Thompson, Larry Riv-
ers, and Chris Cartwright. As members of the 
Buffalo State men’s basketball team, these 
students are known as leaders among their 
peers and teammates. I commend these 
young men for their dedication to academics 

and athletics and congratulate them on the 
completion of their college careers. 

Roderick Epps studied Health and wellbeing 
while at Buffalo State and comes from Union-
dale, New York where he attended Uniondale 
High School. Roderick played the position of 
Guard during his time on the basketball team. 

While at Buffalo State Justin Best majored 
in Economics & Finance and also played the 
position of Guard. Justin’s hometown is 
Sleepy Hollow, New York, and he graduated 
from Sleepy Hollow High School. An econom-
ics major, Chris Thompson played for Buffalo 
State as a Forward. He hails from Far Rock-
away, New York where he attended Channel 
View High School. 

A fellow Forward, Larry Rivers studied 
Criminal Justice during his time at Buffalo 
State. A native of Syracuse, New York Larry 
attended Fowler High School. 

Chris Cartwright comes from Binghamton, 
New York and is a graduate of Binghamton 
High School. He is a communications major 
and played at Guard for Buffalo State. 

Balancing the responsibilities demanded of 
student athletes is a true challenge, and each 
of these students handled the test with dignity 
and grace. As an alumnus of Buffalo State, I 
will be proud to call them fellow alumni. 

Mr. Speaker, I thank you for allowing my 
colleagues to join me in recognizing these ex-
traordinary Buffalo State Bengals and in con-
gratulating them as they obtain their under-
graduate degrees. Their dedication and drive 
will propel them to success, and I wish them 
all the best in their future endeavors. 

f 

H.R. 596, A BILL TO REPEAL THE 
AFFORDABLE CARE ACT 

HON. CHRIS VAN HOLLEN 
OF MARYLAND 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, February 12, 2015 

Mr. VAN HOLLEN. Mr. Speaker, once 
again, House Republicans are wasting Amer-
ica’s time with another pointless vote to repeal 
the Affordable Care Act. If this bill were to be-
come law, it would rip away affordable health 
insurance coverage from millions of Ameri-
cans, allow insurance companies to once 
again deny coverage based on pre-existing 
health conditions, and increase costs for sen-
iors with Medicare. 

We could spend our time debating and vot-
ing on legislation to promote economic growth 
and ensure that American workers share in 
the economic gains that they help produce. 
We could debate and vote on ways to boost 
middle-class take-home pay through targeted 
tax reforms, paid for by reducing tax give-
aways to special interests and the wealthy. 
We could have a vote in the House—at long 
last—on bipartisan immigration reform legisla-
tion, or on a plan to replace meat-ax seques-
tration spending cuts with a smarter deficit-re-
duction plan. 

Instead, we vote for the 56th time on wheth-
er to repeal or undermine a law that has al-
ready done so much to make insurance com-
panies more accountable, hold down the 
growth of health spending, and improve Amer-
ican families’ economic security by making 
sure they all have access to affordable health 
insurance. The Affordable Care Act is not per-
fect. Like Medicare and Social Security before 

it, the law will benefit from adjustments over 
time. If Republicans were serious about im-
proving the United States’ health care system, 
we would sit down and hammer out real im-
provements to the Affordable Care Act based 
on what we have learned as the law has taken 
effect. Instead, we are voting on a bill that ba-
sically says we can pretend that more than 
four years’ worth of public- and private-sector 
actions implementing the Affordable Care Act 
to make affordable health care in this country 
a reality can simply be swept aside. This is 
nothing more than a Tea Party talking-point 
fantasy masquerading as a piece of legisla-
tion. And after four years, we are still waiting 
for the Republican majority to fulfill their prom-
ise to develop a replacement for the Afford-
able Care Act. 

Finally, I am very curious to see how Con-
gressional Republicans will square this vote to 
repeal the Affordable Care Act with their 
much-vaunted promise to develop a balanced 
budget. The Republican budgets for the last 
two years would not have come anywhere 
close to balancing without the revenues and 
health care savings generated by the Afford-
able Care Act. There is a glaring inconsistency 
here. 

Enough is enough. It is time for our Repub-
lican colleagues to get over their fixation on 
bashing the Affordable Care Act and instead 
get on with the real work of rebuilding a pros-
perous American middle class. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO DAN ATWOOD 

HON. KEN CALVERT 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, February 12, 2015 

Mr. CALVERT. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor and pay tribute to an individual whose 
dedication and contributions to the community 
of Temecula, California are exceptional. 
Temecula has been fortunate to have dynamic 
and dedicated people who willingly and unself-
ishly give their time and talent and make their 
communities a better place to live and work. 
Dan Atwood is one of these individuals. On 
February 21, 2015, Dan will be honored at the 
Temecula Chamber of Commerce Annual 
Awards Gala where he will receive the Life-
time Achievement Award. 

After moving to California in the 1970s, Dan 
quickly immersed himself into the automotive 
industry, eventually purchasing his first dealer-
ship in 1987. Launching forward from there, 
Dan opened a second dealership, Temecula 
Toyota. Dan’s business has been a staple of 
the community which continually keeps pace 
with the ever-expanding region. In the twenty- 
five year span that the dealership has been 
operating, it has always been under the 
watchful eyes of the Atwood family, even as 
the dealership has grown to employ over two 
hundred employees. 

Dan has given his time to the community 
not only as a businessman, but as a dedicated 
citizen committed to improving and strength-
ening the Temecula region. He has continually 
served numerous organizations in order to 
give back to the community that has always 
supported his endeavors. The groups that Dan 
is involved in span from nationally recognized 
non-profits, such as Habitat for Humanity, to 
locally started organizations such as the Bal-
loon and Wine Festival. For over ten years, 
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Dan has also opened his doors to Safe Alter-
native for Everyone and their highly successful 
Denim and Diamonds fundraiser, bringing in 
hundreds of thousands of dollars to benefit 
victims of domestic abuse. Additionally, the 
gates of the Atwood Estate Winery, another 
Atwood venture, are often opened on multiple 
occasions during the year to host fundraisers 
benefiting the community. As a firm believer in 
the future of tomorrow, Dan has worked to 
never miss a chance to participate in events 
that benefit the youth of the community. From 
sponsoring events to providing full-ride college 
scholarships, to serving as a mentor at the 
Boys & Girls Club, Dan has invested himself 
in the future generations of community lead-
ers. 

In light of all Dan Atwood has done for the 
community of Temecula, the Temecula Valley 
Chamber of Commerce announced Dan to be 
their Lifetime Achievement Award recipient. 
Dan’s tireless passion for community service 
has contributed immensely to the betterment 
of Temecula, California. He has been the 
heart and soul of many community organiza-
tions and events and I am proud to call him 
a fellow community member, American and 
friend. I know that many local citizens are 
grateful for his service and salute him as he 
receives this prestigious award. 

f 

A TRIBUTE TO SYDNEY GIBSON 
KING 

HON. ROBERT A. BRADY 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, February 12, 2015 

Mr. BRADY of Pennsylvania. Mr. Speaker, 
as the nation celebrates Black History Month, 
I rise to celebrate a Philadelphia treasure, 
Mrs. Sydney G. King. Because of her love and 
dedication to dance and her desire to train 
Black ballerinas, Mrs. King opened the Sydney 
School of Dance in the 1940s for aspiring Afri-
can American dancers who were not allowed 
to attend white dance studios in post war seg-
regated Philadelphia. 

Born in Kingston, Jamaica in 1919, King 
came to Philadelphia with her family when she 
was just two years old and at an early age 
began studying ballet under the tutelage of 
dance pioneer Essie Marie Dorsey. 

For more than six decades the Sydney 
School of Dance trained hundreds of Black 
children and many went on to receive national 
and international recognition in the dance 
world. 

Those students include dance professionals 
such as: Joan Meyers Brown, the founder and 
director of the much acclaimed Philadanco; 
Billy Wilson, famed director/choreographer and 
soloist with the National Ballet of Holland; 
Broadway performer Betsy Ann Dickerson; 
singer/actress Lola Falana; Carol Johnson, a 
former principal dancer with the Eleo Pomare 
Dance Company and founder of an aboriginal 
dance company in Australia; and Arthur Hall, 
founder of the Afro American Dance Ensem-
ble. 

These dance greats in no way diminish the 
accomplishments of hundreds of her other stu-
dents who did not choose careers in dance 
but because of the empowering and esteem 
building training at the Sydney School of 
Dance they are today proud and successful 
professionals in a variety of fields. 

Mrs. King, the mother of three children, is a 
widow and now at the age of 95 sums her 
life’s dedication to dance by saying simply she 
wanted to, ‘‘train and create Black ballerinas.’’ 

f 

WELCOME HOME COLONEL SAM 
JOHNSON 

HON. TED POE 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, February 12, 2015 

Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, flying in his 
F–4 Phantom over North Vietnamese was Air 
Force pilot Colonel SAM JOHNSON. On his sec-
ond tour of duty in Vietnam, Colonel JOHNSON 
was flying with the fighter squadron called Sa-
tan’s Angels, when his plane was shot down 
by ground fire. It was April, 16, 1966 and 
Colonel JOHNSON became a POW. 

Colonel JOHNSON was a career pilot who 
had already flown 62 combat missions during 
the Korean War and was on his 25th in Viet-
nam in his F–4. On that fateful day in April, a 
foreign land claimed him captive. He was in 
the Vietnam prisoner of war camp for 7 years, 
but Colonel JOHNSON never wavered. 

He was put through serious torment for 
those 7 years; one can’t even imagine the hell 
he lived. 

Because of the way he would not give in to 
torture and interrogation, the enemy moved 
him to the famous Hanoi Hilton, or ‘‘Alcatraz,’’ 
as it was appropriately coined. It was as bad 
a POW camp that ever existed. Alcatraz was 
where they put the most obstinate men. The 
POWs, calling themselves the ‘‘Alcatraz 
gang,’’ were so hard-nosed they had to be 
segregated. The North Vietnamese even had 
a name for Colonel SAM JOHNSON, ‘‘Die Hard.’’ 

For 7 years, Colonel JOHNSON was beaten 
and tortured, but they got no information out 
him. He was a pillar of patriotism and strength. 
He never broke. All of his patriotic stubborn-
ness landed him in solitary confinement, 
where he remained for 4 years. He was sub-
jected to a cell that was 3- by 9-feet. During 
those 4 years, all that was in the cell was a 
light bulb above his head that the enemy kept 
on for 24 hours a day. During the nighttime, 
they put him in leg irons, and during those 4 
years, he never saw or talked to another 
American. It was brutal, it was harsh, it was 
cruel, it was mean. 

While he was in the POW camp, he and 
other POWs communicated with each other 
using a code by tapping on the wall. It was 
then, that Colonel JOHNSON memorized the 
names of the other POWs in captivity. He kept 
this memory close so that when he escaped 
or was released, he would be able to tell their 
loved ones who they were and where they 
were. 

The enemy laughed at Colonel JOHNSON. 
They made fun him. And his response ‘‘Is that 
the best you can do?’’ He entered the prisoner 
of war camp a strong and sturdy 200 pounds. 
On a diet of weeds, pig fat and rice, he lost 
80 pounds, but never let it get to him. 

After 7 years of confinement, captivity and 
nightmare, he was released, 42 years ago, on 
February 12, 1973. Today we proudly cele-
brate his ‘‘returnniversary.’’ 

After his release, Colonel JOHNSON contin-
ued to serve in the United States Air Force, 
serving for a total of 29 years. After he left the 

Air Force, he served in the Texas State 
House. He had his own business and in 1991, 
he came to the United States House of Rep-
resentatives, where he still serves and rep-
resents the folks from the great state of 
Texas. 

He is tenacious, unyielding and more than 
anything he is patriotic. He was willing to risk 
his own life in a foreign land for people just 
like you and me. Not only is the Texas Dele-
gation lucky to have such a man serving 
alongside them, but so is the House of Rep-
resentatives. 

Just simply saying thank you could never 
suffice. I am honored to know such a man and 
call him my friend. 

To Colonel SAM JOHNSON and all who 
served in Vietnam: welcome home, welcome 
home, welcome home. 

And that’s just the way it is. 
f 

HONORING GARY MICHAEL 
BRUNER 

HON. SAM GRAVES 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, February 12, 2015 

Mr. GRAVES of Missouri. Mr. Speaker, I 
proudly pause to recognize Gary Michael 
Bruner. Gary is a very special young man who 
has exemplified the finest qualities of citizen-
ship and leadership by taking an active part in 
the Boy Scouts of America, Troop 351, and 
earning the most prestigious award of Eagle 
Scout. 

Gary has been very active with his troop, 
participating in many scout activities. Over the 
many years Gary has been involved with 
scouting, he has not only earned numerous 
merit badges, but also the respect of his fam-
ily, peers, and community. Most notably, Gary 
has contributed to his community through his 
Eagle Scout project. 

Mr. Speaker, I proudly ask you to join me in 
commending Gary Michael Bruner for his ac-
complishments with the Boy Scouts of Amer-
ica and for his efforts put forth in achieving the 
highest distinction of Eagle Scout. 

f 

RECOGNIZING NAACP’S 106TH 
ANNIVERSARY 

HON. CHARLES B. RANGEL 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, February 12, 2015 

Mr. RANGEL. Mr. Speaker, I am proud to 
celebrate Founder’s Day (February 12) and 
recognize the 106th Anniversary of the Na-
tional Association for the Advancement of Col-
ored People (NAACP), the largest and the old-
est, the baddest and the boldest, and the only 
premier civil rights organization in the world 
dedicated to fighting for the social justice and 
equality of Blacks in America, and for people 
of color everywhere. Over the years, the 
NAACP has played pivotal roles in efforts 
ranging from universal suffrage to wrongful 
death investigations. Their continued contribu-
tions to the pursuit of equality are a testament 
to the organization’s leadership and its hard-
working members. 

I commend the New York State Conference 
and our leader, Dr. Hazel N. Dukes, and the 
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Mid-Manhattan branch of the NAACP for its 
unwavering commitment to our community. 
This branch provides vital mentoring and 
youth development programs and actively en-
courages activism in our community. Dedi-
cating themselves to the five game chang-
ers—civic engagement, education, health, 
economic development and sustainability, and 
public safety and criminal justice, the Mid- 
Manhattan Branch continues to forge new vic-
tories ahead. I am proud of their many accom-
plishments and steadfast defense of the rights 
of all the people of New York City, because 
they are ‘‘All in for Justice and Equality!’’ 

During Black History Month, it is essential 
that we recognize the significant contributions 
the NAACP has made to the Civil Rights 
movement. Recently, I cosponsored legislation 
honoring and praising the NAACP on the oc-
casion of its 106th anniversary. America is 
stronger and more diverse today because of 
the NAACP’s commitment to fighting for the 
rights of Black Americans. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO DOUGLAS MAGNON 

HON. KEN CALVERT 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, February 12, 2015 

Mr. CALVERT. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor and pay tribute to the remarkable Doug-
las Magnon who passed away on Wednesday, 
February 4, 2015 in California. Doug was a 
pillar of the community in Riverside, California 
and he will be deeply missed. 

Doug was a man of many passions, most 
notably was for motor racing. Sparked early 
on in his childhood through accompanying his 
father, Raymond, to races at the Riverside 
International Raceway, Doug was inspired to 
launch the Riverside International Automotive 
Museum. By means of his active leadership 
and profound knowledge of automobiles, the 
museum quickly received resounding support 
from the greater racing community that still 
continues today. The Riverside International 
Automotive Museum is one of the most highly 
regarding racing collections in Northern Amer-
ica with its extensive collection of unmatched 
artifacts and materials from throughout racing 
history. However, Doug did not stop there. In 
2013, with the support and partnership of 
friend Paul Kinsella, the two opened up New-
port Italian, a motorcycle dealership special-
izing in Vespa, Moto Guzzi and Aprilla. 

When not hitting high speeds, Doug could 
often be found honing his culinary skills and 
sharing his Italian recipes with the community. 
In 2012, Doug and his sister opened the fam-
ily restaurant Magnone Trattoria & Market, for 
which Doug not only created the menus, but 
also served as executive chef. 

As an avid supporter of the Riverside com-
munity, Doug also freely gave his time and tal-
ents to many local organizations such as the 
Riverside County Philharmonic and the Uni-
versity of California, Riverside. In addition to 
serving as a mentor to young and aspiring in-
dividuals, Doug would often inspire anyone he 
crossed paths through his generous heart and 
unabashed enthusiasm for life. 

Doug was the loving husband to Evonne, 
son to Raymond and Elaine, brother to 
Deanna, Cheryl, Patti and Ryan, and devoted 
uncle to many nieces and nephews. On Sun-

day, February 15, 2015, a memorial service 
celebrating Doug’s extraordinary life will be 
held. Doug will always be remembered for his 
incredible contributions to business, his work 
ethic, generosity, and love of family. The way 
in which Doug lived his life should serve as re-
minder to others that the power of an indi-
vidual with drive, perseverance and a strong 
work-ethic can do great things. His dedication 
to his work, family and community are a testa-
ment to a life lived well and a legacy that will 
continue. I extend my condolences to Doug’s 
family and friends; although Doug may be 
gone, the light and goodness he brought to 
the world remains and will never be forgotten. 

f 

PAYING TRIBUTE TO DR. JAMES L. 
EDWARDS FOR HIS 25 YEARS OF 
OUTSTANDING SERVICE AS 
PRESIDENT OF ANDERSON UNI-
VERSITY 

HON. SUSAN W. BROOKS 
OF INDIANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, February 12, 2015 

Mrs. BROOKS of Indiana. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today to honor Dr. James L. Edwards on 
the occasion of his retirement. For 25 years 
Dr. Edwards has served as President of An-
derson University. He is the longest serving 
president of a university in Indiana’s history 
and has contributed so much to the commu-
nity. The people of the Fifth Congressional 
District of Indiana are forever grateful for Dr. 
Edwards’ contributions and commitment to An-
derson University and the Hoosier community. 

In 1990, Dr. Edwards became the fourth 
President of Anderson University since its es-
tablishment in 1917. He took office July 1, 
1990, however his relationship with the school 
goes back decades before that. Dr. Edwards 
is a graduate of Anderson University, receiving 
his bachelor’s degree from the school and 
later his master’s degree from the Anderson 
University School of Theology. Prior to his ten-
ure as President he held two positions with 
Anderson University, first as Director of Stu-
dent Recruitment (1966–1970) and later as Di-
rector of Church and Alumni Relations (1972– 
1975). 

Growing up as the son of a minister in Ohio, 
Dr. Edwards has a long history with the 
church. His expertise and contributions to the 
church are not limited to his time with Ander-
son University. After completing his under-
graduate and graduate degrees from Ander-
son University, he went on to receive his Doc-
tor of Philosophy in Educational Policy and 
Leadership at the Ohio State University. As an 
ordained minister he has more than 30 years 
of experience, most notably as Senior Pastor 
of the Meadow Park Church in Columbus, 
Ohio as well as other churches throughout In-
diana and Michigan. He also served at the na-
tional level as President and CEO of Warner 
Press, a publishing house for the Church of 
God, where he directed the work of the largest 
religious publisher in Indiana. 

During his tenure as President he presided 
over the Anderson School of Theology, a 
graduate program for the training of ministers, 
the same program from which he received his 
master’s degree. He recognized the impor-
tance of resource development and led cam-
paigns that raised more than $205 million for 

the school, which included the construction of 
several campus buildings. Dr. Edwards was 
not just involved locally, but also at state and 
national levels. At the state level, he served as 
chair of the board for Independent Colleges of 
Indiana and was a member of the Steering 
Committee of the Indiana Leadership Prayer 
Breakfast. He served at the national level on 
the Board of Directors of the Council for Chris-
tian Colleges and Universities as well as direc-
tor of the board of the National Association of 
Independent Colleges and Universities. 

Dr. Edwards’ leadership was most evident 
at home. He showed extensive commitment to 
community at the local level in Anderson, Indi-
ana. He has served on the board of directors 
for many groups, including the Madison Coun-
ty Community Foundation, the Corporation for 
Economic Development of Madison County, 
First Merchants Bank of Central Indiana, St. 
Vincent Anderson Regional Hospital, Citizens 
Banking Company, and the United Way. Addi-
tionally, he served on the Ministries Council of 
the Church of God and is a member of the 
Rotary Club of Anderson, where he was hon-
ored with the 2003 Community Image Award. 

On behalf of the grateful constituents of In-
diana’s Fifth Congressional District, I congratu-
late Dr. Edwards on the occasion of his retire-
ment. We congratulate him on his remarkable 
career and extend a huge thank you for all of 
the wonderful contributions he has made to 
the Hoosier community, to our state, and our 
nation. I wish the very best to Dr. Edwards, 
his wife, Deanna, his three children, and his 
six grandchildren as he enjoys a well-de-
served retirement. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. DOUG COLLINS 
OF GEORGIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, February 12, 2015 

Mr. COLLINS of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, on 
Roll Call #69, on the Motion to Suspend the 
Rules and Pass H.R. 719, I am not recorded 
because I was unavoidably detained. Had I 
been present, I would have voted Aye. 

On Roll Call #70, on the Motion to Suspend 
the Rules and Pass H.R. 720, I am not re-
corded because I was unavoidably detained. 
Had I been present, I would have voted Aye. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO MARTIN J. 
ZANINOVICH 

HON. KEVIN McCARTHY 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, February 12, 2015 

Mr. MCCARTHY. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
in recognition of a great American, a self- 
made man, a son of immigrants and founder 
of an agricultural colossus—Martin J. 
Zaninovich, who passed away on December 
9, 2014 in Santa Barbara at the age of 91. 

Martin’s father John left Croatia on the eve 
of the First World War as the Austro-Hun-
garian Empire teetered toward dissolution. In 
California, John married Mary, another Yugo-
slavian émigré, and found in the San Joaquin 
Valley the familiar arid climate and rich soils of 
his Dalmatian homeland. On a small farm out-
side Porterville the Zaninovichs raised grapes 
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and children too, two sons and three daugh-
ters by 1940. Martin came first in 1923, and 
after attending high school in Porterville, he 
left the valley for the University of Southern 
California. 

The Second World War swept Martin into 
the United States Army and across the Pacific 
to the small island of Okinawa. Returning in 
1947 to Delano, California, Martin married 
Margaret Surjak and co-founded Jasmine 
Vineyards with his cousin Vincent. The farm 
marked the beginning of Martin’s rise in the 
table grape industry just as it began to take 
off. In 1961, production stood at 450 thousand 
tons. By 2003, output had swollen to 730 
thousand tons as aggressive marketing more 
than doubled domestic per capita consump-
tion. 

It was not an easy accomplishment. Facing 
weak demand in the late 1960s, Martin con-
vinced his fellow growers to pool their re-
sources and press the California legislature to 
pass the Ketchum Act, which elevated the 
table grape industry to parity with California’s 
other agricultural commodities. Martin—who at 
various times chaired the South Central Farm-
ers Committee, the California Fresh Fruit As-
sociation, and the Delano Grape Growers 
Products to promote and expand the market— 
accompanied the California Table Grape Com-
mission he helped found on its first inter-
national trade mission to Japan in 1973. 

As a staunch conservative with a firm belief 
in individual enterprise and market economics, 
Martin constantly pursued policies and goals 
on behalf of valley growers. His work ethic 
went hand in hand with his philanthropy; Mar-
tin was one of the original founders of the 
California State University Bakersfield and a 
board member of Mercy Hospital. 

Martin is survived by his wife, Margaret, and 
their three children: Katina, Sonya and Jon. 
Today, Martin’s family operates his vineyards 
with the same hard work and discipline he 
personified so well. The San Joaquin Valley 
has lost one of its champions, formidable and 
tireless, another of those citizens for whom the 
greatest generation was named. On behalf of 
our community, I ask my colleagues to join me 
in remembering the life and legacy of Martin 
Zaninovich, and offering our condolences to 
his family. 

f 

SERVING WITH HONOR 

HON. PETE OLSON 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, February 12, 2015 

Mr. OLSON. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
congratulate Lt. Cheryl Hillegeist on her im-
pending promotion to the rank of captain in 
the Fort Bend County Sheriff’s Office. This 
promotion will make her the highest-ranking 
female officer ever to serve the Fort Bend 
County Sheriff’s Office. As a resident of Fort 
Bend County, I sleep better at night knowing 
officers like Lt. Hillegeist are on patrol looking 
out for my family and the great folks who call 
our diverse county home. 

Hillegeist’s distinguished career in law en-
forcement has spanned three decades. While 
working with the Texas Department of Crimi-
nal Justice and the Fort Bend County Sheriff’s 
office, her exemplary character and actions 
encouraged her rapid rise through the ranks 

and the earned the recognition and gratitude 
of her community. This well deserved pro-
motion is a reflection of her stellar commit-
ment to protecting our county. 

I thank Lt. Cheryl Hillegeist for her dedica-
tion to service and extraordinary conduct in 
the discharge of her public duties. On behalf 
of the residents of the Twenty-Second Con-
gressional of Texas, congratulations again to 
Hillegeist for being promoted to captain in the 
Fort Bend County Sheriff’s Office. 

f 

RECOGNIZING CANADA CONSUL 
GENERAL ROY B. NORTON’S 
VISIT TO SPRINGFIELD, MO 

HON. BILLY LONG 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, February 12, 2015 

Mr. LONG. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to give 
Consul General of Canada Roy B. Norton an 
enthusiastic welcome and wish him well on his 
visit to Southwest Missouri. 

Consul General Norton represents Canadian 
interests in Missouri as well as in Illinois and 
Wisconsin. He focuses on trade, investment, 
environmental, cultural and academic policy 
areas. 

Missouri and Canada’s alliance runs deep in 
trade, impacting nearly 164,000 jobs in the 
state. 

Canada is a strong partner with not only 
Missouri, but the U.S. as a whole. There is 
deep appreciation for the resources Canada 
offers such as energy and agricultural trade 
and our mutual national security interests as 
we partner to protect our shared borders, our 
homelands from shared enemies abroad and 
assisting the defense of our allies from theirs. 

I am honored to recognize Consul General 
Norton, his representation of Canada and the 
valuable partnership the great state of Mis-
souri and Canada share. I welcome him to my 
home state and continue looking forward to a 
strong future and alliance ahead. 

f 

HONORING MATTHEW LAWRENCE 
KNOPP 

HON. SAM GRAVES 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, February 12, 2015 

Mr. GRAVES of Missouri. Mr. Speaker, I 
proudly pause to recognize Matthew Lawrence 
Knopp. Matthew is a very special young man 
who has exemplified the finest qualities of citi-
zenship and leadership by taking an active 
part in the Boy Scouts of America, Troop 351, 
and earning the most prestigious award of 
Eagle Scout. 

Matthew has been very active with his 
troop, participating in many scout activities. 
Over the many years Matthew has been in-
volved with scouting, he has not only earned 
numerous merit badges, but also the respect 
of his family, peers, and community. Most no-
tably, Matthew has contributed to his commu-
nity through his Eagle Scout project. 

Mr. Speaker, I proudly ask you to join me in 
commending Matthew Lawrence Knopp for his 
accomplishments with the Boy Scouts of 
America and for his efforts put forth in achiev-
ing the highest distinction of Eagle Scout. 

RECOGNIZING THE LONG SERVICE 
OF MARGARET ‘‘PEGGY’’ 
THERESA GIERIE 

HON. CHELLIE PINGREE 
OF MAINE 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, February 12, 2015 

Ms. PINGREE. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize the long and distinguished service 
to the country of one of my constituents, Mar-
garet ‘‘Peggy’’ Theresa Gierie, who is turning 
90 and is, I believe, among our nation’s oldest 
federal employees. 

Ms. Gierie comes from a long line of military 
service. She had a great grandfather who 
fought in the Battle of Gettysburg, her father 
survived gas attacks in World War I, and her 
husband was a U.S. Army Air Corps navigator 
in World War II. Ms. Gierie added to that leg-
acy in 1945 by enlisting in the WAVES, a 
women’s division of the U.S. Navy in which 
she served as a telegrapher at the Philadel-
phia Navy Yard. Her service earned her a 
World War II Victory Medal. 

Ms. Gierie went on to attend college and 
work at several different jobs while raising 
three children with her husband. 

At this point in her story, no one would have 
faulted her for taking a well-earned rest in re-
tirement. She has done no such thing. Ms. 
Gierie re-entered the workforce after her hus-
band of 50 years passed away. And since 
2007, she has found a new way to serve the 
country—as a receptionist at the Sanford Vet 
Center, which offers a range of services to 
Maine veterans and their families. 

In her time there, she has become a familiar 
and welcome face to the clients who often 
come to appointments early just to chat with 
her. At the same time, she handles demand-
ing duties with a positive attitude, profes-
sionalism, dedication, and, above all, a never- 
ending supply of energy. She goes above and 
beyond for every veteran who calls or comes 
through the door. 

Mr. Speaker, I truly admire Ms. Gierie for 
her incredible service, and would like to thank 
her for the difference she has made in the 
lives of Maine veterans and wish her a very 
happy 90th birthday. 

f 

SUPPORT FOR H.R. 644 AND H.R. 
636 

HON. RYAN A. COSTELLO 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, February 12, 2015 

Mr. COSTELLO of Pennsylvania. Mr. 
Speaker, I rise today in support of 2 bills that 
will bring tax certainty to small businesses and 
families in my District. 

It is legislation that will make a number of 
tax provisions permanent. I encourage my col-
leagues on both sides of the aisle to support 
this legislation. 

We have to fix the tax code for everybody— 
including hardworking small businesses and 
families. 

I have traveled my District and have heard 
from many small businesses and families who 
are looking for tax relief. 

H.R. 644—The Fighting Hunger Incentive 
Act will promote charitable giving which will 
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benefit all communities. It encourages con-
tributions to local food banks such as the 
Chester County Food Bank in Exton, by mak-
ing permanent a food-inventory donation in 
our tax code. 

H.R. 636—America’s Small Business Tax 
Relief Act will give small businesses certainty 
to grow and plan for the future. 

We can all agree on the fact that our tax 
code needs reformed and simplified. 

If we move to put these reforms in place we 
can continue to work towards comprehensive 
tax reform that is simpler, flatter, fairer, with 
lower rates for everyone. 

f 

INTRODUCTION OF THE NATIONAL 
FREIGHT NETWORK TRUST FUND 
ACT OF 2015 

HON. JANICE HAHN 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, February 12, 2015 

Ms. HAHN. Mr. Speaker, today, I am intro-
ducing the National Freight Network Trust 
Fund Act of 2015 along with my Co-Chair of 
the bipartisan Congressional PORTS Caucus 
TED POE. This legislation will provide a guar-
anteed dedicated funding source, at no addi-
tional expense to taxpayers, to serve our na-
tions freight movement. 

The Port of Los Angeles is in my backyard 
and when I came to Congress, I was surprised 
that there was a lack of focus on ports and 
freight transportation in general. One of the 
reasons I co-founded the PORTS Caucus is to 
educate Members about the importance of 
freight transportation to our nation’s economy. 

We are a consumer economy. Whether it is 
a ‘‘mom and pop’’ store on the corner or a 
large retailer like Target, we don’t think twice 
when we go to these stores to purchase gro-
ceries, toys, or clothing. When we go to the 
store, we expect that milk and the Barbie dolls 
are on the shelf. 

We also want to ensure that goods Made in 
America—including manufacturing and agri-
culture—are able to be shipped efficiently 
across our nation’s highways and rail to our 
ports for export, which is crucial to our nation’s 
continued economic success. 

Ultimately, in MAP–21—our last surface 
transportation bill—we were successful in in-
cluding provisions to start the conversation 
about developing a national freight transpor-
tation network. 

The problem is that today there are not 
enough funds to keep the Highway Trust Fund 
solvent—let alone make the necessary invest-
ment to modernize and increase the efficiency 
of our freight network. That will not keep our 
economy global competitive as we continue 
progressing through the 21st Century. 

For example, goods that leave the Port of 
Los Angeles take 48 hours to arrive in Chi-
cago and takes 30 hours to travel across the 
city. This bottleneck is unacceptable and 
means higher costs for consumers, more con-
gestion, more pollution, and less jobs. The 
bottom line is that we need to fund our na-
tion’s freight network. 

If we fail to fund our ports, we will lose our 
competitive edge and add costs to our goods. 
A USDOT report, Freight Transportation: Im-
provements and the Economy, estimates the 
cost of carrying freight on the highway system 

at between $25 and $200 an hour. Unex-
pected delays can increase the cost of trans-
porting goods by 50 to 250 percent. 

To keep our nation’s freight network globally 
competitive, I am introducing the National 
Freight Network Trust Fund Act of 2015, which 
would create a dedicated source of funding for 
essential projects to improve and modernize 
our freight network at no new cost to the pub-
lic. 

This legislation would create a National 
Freight Network Trust Fund and deposit 5% of 
all import duties collected by Customs and 
Border Protection (CBP) at Ports of Entry into 
the Fund to be spent only on freight transpor-
tation. Neither businesses nor taxpayers would 
incur any new cost because it uses a small 
percentage of funds our CBP officials already 
are collecting at the border as freight enters 
our nation. 

Five percent of import duties amounts to 
roughly $2 billion in the Trust Fund every year 
at our current rate of imports, a level that 
would help address the nation’s infrastructure 
funding deficit and allow us to make essential 
investments in the freight network. 

This legislation would create the National 
Freight Network Trust Fund as an off-budget 
trust fund to only serve the roads of the Na-
tional Freight Network and those roads and 
rail that connect the Network to Ports of Entry. 

The legislation would also direct the Sec-
retary of Transportation to work in accordance 
with the National Freight Strategic Plan to 
identify improvements to the National Freight 
Network, on-dock rail, and roads and rail that 
connect the Network to Ports of Entry, which 
show the greatest need in providing for the 
movement of freight and goods across the 
United States. It would also provide grants at 
the Secretary’s discretion to State, regional 
and local transportation authorities to make 
freight network improvements. 

This bill will infuse billions back into the 
economy every year, help create good paying 
American jobs and keep our nation’s ports 
strong and globally competitive. 

This is a win for our ports and for our na-
tion’s economy. I urge my colleagues to sup-
port this bill. 

f 

RECOGNIZING STELLA M. KOCH ON 
HER RETIREMENT FROM THE 
AUDUBON NATURALIST SOCIETY 

HON. GERALD E. CONNOLLY 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, February 12, 2015 

Mr. CONNOLLY. Mr. Speaker, I rise to rec-
ognize and commend my good friend, Stella 
M. Koch, on the occasion of her retirement 
after a distinguished career with the Audubon 
Naturalist Society, where she led conservation 
and environmental education and protection 
efforts throughout Northern Virginia and the 
Commonwealth. Safeguarding our natural en-
vironment has been more than a profession 
for Stella, it’s been her passion. She truly em-
bodies the famous epithet of the late Con-
necticut Governor Ella Grasso, ‘‘bloom where 
you’re planted.’’ 

Stella’s environmental advocacy took root in 
the classroom, when she taught biology and 
was the science department chair at the Ed-
mund Burke School in Washington, D.C., from 

1977 to 1991. A fortuitous call to the Audubon 
Naturalist Society to inquire about working 
with its membership on Chesapeake Bay and 
land conservation issues ultimately led to her 
being hired by ANS to join its Virginia con-
servation staff, where she has spent the past 
24 years. Through her professional duties and 
personal engagement in multiple community 
organizations, Stella has played a vital role in 
virtually every major environmental initiative in 
Northern Virginia for the past quarter century. 

I was pleased to be among the first to re-
cruit Stella into our effort more than 20 years 
ago, and she has been a wonderful partner 
ever since. At the time, I was president of the 
Fairfax Federation of Citizen’s Associations 
and convinced Stella to become the Federa-
tion’s Environmental Chair. She wasted no 
time, diving into weighty issues during her 
two-year tenure, including helping to prevent a 
planned roadway from splitting Huntley Mead-
ows Park in southern Fairfax and blocking a 
private effort to bring public sewer service and 
new development to Mason Neck, an environ-
mentally sensitive area along the Potomac 
most notable for its National Wildlife Refuge 
that was created to protect local bald eagles. 

During this time she was instrumental in es-
tablishing the Virginia Environmental Network, 
and its successor the Virginia Conservation 
Network, which coordinated the activities of 
local and regional environmental groups 
across the Commonwealth. Through the Audu-
bon Naturalist Society and her local civic en-
gagement, Stella successfully pushed back on 
the proposed Disney theme park in 
Haymarket. Building on the public interest in 
the region’s growth generated by that experi-
ence, the environmental community launched 
an effort that led to the creation of the Coali-
tion for Smarter Growth to focus on educating 
people and community leaders about the im-
portance and value in building more livable 
communities with mass transit connections 
and walkability. 

Stella was first appointed to serve on the 
County’s Environmental Quality Advisory Com-
mittee in 1996. She has since been re-
appointed by me and my successor as Chair-
man of the Board of Supervisors, Sharon 
Bulova. Stella has served as chairman of the 
Committee for several years, and she also 
serves as one of the County’s appointees to 
the Northern Virginia Regional Park Authority. 
Under Stella’s leadership, the Committee has 
become an influential voice, filing an annual 
report with the Board of Supervisors that 
serves as the blueprint for most local efforts to 
improve and protect our natural environment— 
addressing air quality; climate change; eco-
logical resources; energy efficiency; hazardous 
materials; land use and transportation; noise, 
light, and visible pollution; solid waste; water 
resources; and wildlife. It has become a model 
nationwide. 

Stella was instrumental in crafting Fairfax 
County’s 20-year Environmental Agenda, the 
first such long-range vision ever adopted by 
the County, addressing all facets of the envi-
ronment from improving air quality to pre-
serving more of the county’s green spaces to 
providing recreational options for residents. As 
a result of that plan, the County’s Environ-
mental Improvement Program won its first 
Achievement Award from the National Asso-
ciation of Counties, and we built on that suc-
cess with the Cool Counties initiative, a na-
tional effort to help local governments reduce 
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their carbon footprint. Stella also served as 
one of my appointees to the Tysons Land Use 
Task Force, a multi-year effort to re-envision 
the National Capital Region’s second largest 
economic center as a transit-oriented, 
walkable, green city served by the new Silver 
Line rather than a collection of disjointed office 
parks reachable only by automobile. Today, 
thanks to the leadership of Stella and so many 
others, that vision is becoming a reality. 

In addition to her work in our local commu-
nity, Stella works on regional water quality 
issues. She has served on the Boards of the 
Center for Watershed Protection and the Poto-
mac River Keeper, and as a Virginia ap-
pointee to the Citizens Advisory Committee of 
the Chesapeake Bay Council. Stella also is a 
founding member of the Fairfax League of 
Conservation Voters, which assesses the envi-
ronmental agendas and records of candidates 
for local public office for endorsement. Her 
many accomplishments were recognized by 
the National Association of Biology Teachers’ 
Outstanding Biology Teacher Award in 1989, 
the Virginia Wildlife Federation’s Water Con-
servationist of the Year award in 1992, and 
the Fairfax County Park Authority’s Sally 
Ormsby Environmental Stewardship Award, 
which was named for our late friend and fellow 
champion for the environment. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
in congratulating Stella Koch on her retirement 
and thanking her for many years of dedicated 
and selfless service. Thankfully, she is only re-
tiring from her professional duties. In fact, 
she’ll now have even more time to continue 
sharing her expertise and advocating for our 
environmental agenda. Much like the saplings, 
stream restoration, conservation easements, 
and many other projects in which she has had 
a hand, our community will continue to benefit 
from Stella’s handiwork for generations to 
come. On behalf of a truly grateful community, 
I wish her all the best in this semi-retirement. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO JOHN KELLIHER 

HON. KEN CALVERT 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, February 12, 2015 

Mr. CALVERT. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor and pay tribute to an individual whose 
dedication and contributions to the community 
of Temecula, California are exceptional. 
Temecula has been fortunate to have dynamic 
and dedicated community leaders who will-
ingly and unselfishly give their time and talent 
and make their communities a better place to 
live and work. John Kelliher is one of such in-
dividual. On February 21, 2015, John will be 
honored at the Temecula Valley Chamber of 
Commerce Annual Awards Gala where he will 
receive the Citizen of the Year award. 

Grapeline Wine Tours was founded and in-
troduced in Temecula, California by John and 
his wife, Kim, in June of 2002. The company’s 
reach now spans through Santa Barbara 
County and Paso Robles. Prior to their incep-
tion, Temecula did not offer many options re-
garding wine tour operators. Grapeline Wine 
Tours has now grown to become the largest 
wine tour operator in Southern and Central 
California, shuttling over 20,000 visitors 
through the beautiful vineyards of Temecula. 
John’s Grapeline venture has become so suc-

cessful, the business has announced their up-
coming expansion to Northern California, en-
compassing wine regions in Sonoma. 

Over the past ten years, Temecula has now 
become even more of a destination for travel 
and tourism as over hundreds of thousands 
come to visit the region. Much of this can be 
accredited to promising businesses such as 
Grapeline Wine Tours that encourage fun-filled 
experiences in Southwest County. 

In the course of Grapeline Wine Tour’s pro-
gression, John has won a variety of awards 
and accolades for its success. The business 
and its founders have won awards including 
the 2005 Sterling Business of the Year from 
the Temecula Valley Chamber of Commerce 
and the Hospitality Award and Tourism Profes-
sional of the Year Award from the Temecula 
Valley Convention & Visitors Bureau in 2013. 
With unmatched depth and experience, 
Grapeline Wine Tours is sure to be successful 
in their future endeavors throughout California. 

John Kelliher’s tireless passion for the 
Southwest County has contributed immensely 
to the betterment of the community of 
Temecula, California. I am proud to call John 
a fellow community member, American and 
friend. I know that many community members 
are grateful for his service and salute him as 
he receives the Temecula Valley Chamber of 
Commerce Citizen of the Year Award. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO DR. DANE A. MILLER 

HON. LUKE MESSER 
OF INDIANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, February 12, 2015 

Mr. MESSER. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
pay tribute to the life of Dr. Dane A. Miller, a 
pioneer in his field and a remarkable Hoosier. 

Dane was a loving and devoted husband to 
his wife of 48 years, Mary Louise. Respected 
and beloved by his colleagues, Dane revolu-
tionized the orthopedic industry when he co- 
founded Biomet. There, he served as the com-
pany’s CEO for 29 years, increasing the num-
ber of Biomet employees from just eight to 
more than 6,000 during his tenure. In his 
spare time, Dane loved helping others and 
was able to give back to his community by 
serving both as Director of Kosciusko Commu-
nity Hospital and as a member of the Presi-
dent’s Council for Grace College and Semi-
nary. 

Dane Miller was also my friend, and I am 
grateful for his support of my career. Like so 
many other elected leaders in Indiana over the 
last several decades, I could always count on 
Dane for wise counsel and a straight answer. 
He will be missed. 

Today, it is my privilege to honor the life of 
Dane A. Miller. My thoughts and prayers go 
out to Dane’s family, and may God comfort 
those he left behind with His peace and 
strength. 

CELEBRATING THE LIFE AND LEG-
ACY OF GARLAND LEE THOMP-
SON, SR., FOUNDER OF THE 
FRANK SILVERA WRITERS’ 
WORKSHOP 

HON. CHARLES B. RANGEL 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, February 12, 2015 

Mr. RANGEL. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
celebrate the life and legacy of Garland Lee 
Thompson, Sr., a New York theatre producer, 
writer, director, actor, and co-founder and Ex-
ecutive Director of the Frank Silvera Writers’ 
Workshop. Garland Lee Thompson, Sr. will be 
memorialized and honored in a Three Act Per-
formance Tribute on Saturday, February 14, 
2015, which would have been his 77th Birth-
day. Garland was recently honored at the 
‘‘Harlem is . . . Theater’’ Exhibition at The 
Interchurch Center in New York, that was on 
view through January 6, 2015. 

Act 1: At 11:00 a.m., New York’s theatre 
and film elite will gather at St. James Pres-
byterian Church at 409 West 141st Street on 
St. Nicholas Avenue in Harlem, New York for 
a memorial tribute in remembrance of Garland 
Lee Thompson, Sr. 

Act 2: At 3:00 p.m., Garland Thompson, Jr. 
and Sean C. Turner will host an afternoon of 
readings, poetry, and performances, con-
cluding with a birthday celebration and recep-
tion in Garland’s honor at the Johnson Theater 
for the New City, located at 155 First Avenue, 
between 9th and 10th Streets. 

Act 3: The Final Act will take place on 
Thursday, August 6, 2015 at Harlem’s historic 
National Black Theatre, located at 2031 5th 
Avenue and Dr. Barbara Ann Teer Way, 
where Garland created the Readers Theatre 
Series at the prestigious National Black The-
atre Festival. 

Born on February 14, 1938 in Muskogee, 
Oklahoma, Garland Lee Thompson, Sr., 
passed on November 18, 2014. He was 76 
years old. He is survived by his two children, 
Alexandria Dionne and Garland Lee Thomp-
son, Jr.; his two grandchildren, Colson Oliver 
and Hazel Duncan; his sisters Shirley Thomp-
son and Addie Jean Haynes; his brother, Jim 
Thompson; his nephews, Dr. Bryan Haynes 
and Oscar Haynes Jr.; his niece Karen 
Haynes; and a host of other cousins and rel-
atives. 

Garland is best known to television audi-
ences as Transporter Technician Ensign Wil-
son on the classic original series, ‘‘Star Trek.’’ 
He also appeared in several other popular tel-
evision series, including ‘‘Bewitched’’ and 
‘‘Perry Mason.’’ 

Garland co-founded the Frank Silvera Writ-
ers’ Workshop in 1973, along with famed 
actor/director Morgan Freeman, director/ac-
tress Billie Allen Henderson, and journalist 
Clayton Riley, as a living memorial to the life, 
and work of his mentor, the late actor, direc-
tor, teacher and producer, Frank Silvera. 
Under Garland’s reputation, for the past 41 
years, the Writers’ Workshop built a pres-
tigious reputation as a nationally and inter-
nationally renowned playwright’s development 
theater for emerging, featured and established 
writers and artists of color from all over the 
world. With the workshop, Garland passed on 
decades of wisdom to rising and established 
artists of all walks of life. Members of the 
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workshop included the late Ruby Dee, poet 
Mari Evans, scholar Larry Neal, and playwright 
Ntozake Shange. 

Mr. Speaker, Garland Lee Thompson, Sr. 
was also a founding member of the Harlem 
Arts Alliance, Incorporated and served on the 
Board of Directors. It should also be noted 
that while Garland did not land many large 
roles, his greatest impact may have been be-
hind the scenes, where he worked to pass on 
his gifts to other budding playwrights. Gar-
land’s genius and generosity will be greatly 
missed by all of us. The theater community 
has lost a colleague, friend, and dedicated 
actor and producer. I ask you and my col-
leagues to join me in honoring the theatrical 
life and legacy of Mr. Garland Lee Thompson, 
Sr. 

f 

25 YEARS YOUNG 

HON. PETE OLSON 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, February 12, 2015 

Mr. OLSON. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
congratulate Austin Parkway Elementary 
School for celebrating its 25th anniversary on 
Tuesday, January 27th. The faculty, inter-
scholastic programs, and volunteer network of 
Austin Parkway Elementary are vital to pro-
viding a quality education for the students. 

As Austin Parkway Elementary celebrates 
25 years of excellence, the community joined 
faculty and students in recognizing past prin-
cipals. Their contributions have helped cul-
tivate generations of leaders and their honor-
able service laid the groundwork for the strong 
educational foundation this school represents. 

On behalf of the residents of the Twenty- 
Second Congressional District of Texas, con-
gratulations again to Austin Parkway Elemen-
tary School on celebrating 25 years of quality 
education for the community. We look forward 
to its continued success. 

f 

A TRIBUTE TO THE LINCOLN 
PENNY 

HON. ROBERT A. BRADY 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, February 12, 2015 

Mr. BRADY of Pennsylvania. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise to honor our 16th President Abraham Lin-
coln and his first and most enduring monu-
ment, the United States penny. Just three 
years after adoption of the U.S. Constitution, 
Congress passed The Coinage Act in 1792 
and established the U.S. Mint. In 1793, the 
first federal building constructed in the then- 
capital city of Philadelphia, minted the first cir-
culating coins, 11,178 copper cents. Mr. 
Speaker, I would like to point out that the Mint 
was and remains in my own district and that 
it continues to produce high quality products 
for the American people. And true to its Phila-
delphia roots, the first pennies were designed 
by one of our town’s most famous sons, Ben-
jamin Franklin. 

In 1909, after several design and composi-
tion changes, the penny’s design was 
changed to honor President Lincoln, the first 
real person to appear on an American coin. 

The Lincoln penny is the longest used design 
of any American coin, and its release was 
timed to honor his 100th birthday. 

The Lincoln penny was the first U.S. coin to 
carry the motto ‘‘In God We Trust,’’ and it pre-
ceded by five years the construction of the 
Lincoln Memorial. For generations of Ameri-
cans, the penny has served as a memorial to 
the first President assassinated in office, as 
well as a reminder of the brutal Civil War that 
threatened to end the American experiment, 
and the liberation of the enslaved African. 

Mr. Speaker, the penny is the most common 
and most highly circulated coin in the United 
States. 62 percent of the 11.2 billion new 
coins put into circulation by the U.S. Mint in 
fiscal year 2013 were pennies. The Mint has 
shipped 90 billion new pennies since 2000. 
We can clearly see that demand for the penny 
remains high and we need to keep minting it. 

I am proud that my own City of Philadelphia 
was the first and longest running producer of 
the penny. As we celebrate President Lin-
coln’s 206th birthday, I am pleased to honor 
him, and the coin that commemorates his 
place in our history. 

f 

CONGRATULATING JAY OSBORNE, 
NIXA HIGH SCHOOL BASKETBALL 
COACH, ON HIS MILESTONE 500TH 
WIN 

HON. BILLY LONG 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, February 12, 2015 

Mr. LONG. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to rec-
ognize and congratulate Coach Jay Osborne, 
head coach of the Nixa High School’s men’s 
basketball program, on his 500th career win. 

Coach Osborne reached this impressive feat 
of 500 wins in his 23rd season at Nixa High 
School, a public school located in Nixa, Mis-
souri, right outside of Springfield. With this 
win, Coach Osborne is now one of only 54 
Missouri basketball coaches to reach 500 
wins. 

Through his tenure as head coach, Coach 
Osborne’s teams have reached one state 
championship title in 1999, eight district cham-
pionships, and won seven Blue and Gold 
Tournaments. On top of this impressive 
record, Coach Osborne has led his teams into 
three state final four appearances. 

Coach Osborne’s exemplary devotion to 
coaching is a testament of his hard work and 
dedication to the Nixa High School students, 
both on and off the court. The Nixa community 
is justifiably proud of Coach Osborne and the 
Nixa basketball program. I urge my colleagues 
to join me in congratulating him on his well-de-
served victories. 

f 

IN REMEMBRANCE OF 
CONGRESSMAN BOB MCEWEN 

HON. ELISE M. STEFANIK 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, February 12, 2015 

Ms. STEFANIK. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
pay tribute to a lawmaker who understood the 
deep values held by the great people living in 
the North County, represented them with in-

tegrity, and had the heart of a true public serv-
ant. Congressman Bob McEwen passed away 
in 1995, but it is appropriate to reflect back on 
a life of service as it has been two decades 
since his passing. 

Mr. Speaker, I would like to read a brief pro-
file of him written by a friend of mine, Cary 
Brick. Cary was Congressman McEwen’s 
Chief of Staff and remained close to him after 
his retirement in 1981. Cary’s tribute appears 
in the January 2015 issue of Thousand Is-
lands Life Magazine. 

‘‘When Rep. Elise Stefanik raised her right 
hand in Washington this month, to be sworn in 
as the North Country’s Representative in 
Washington, she garnered a lot of national 
media attention as the youngest woman ever 
elected to Congress. 

Exactly a half century earlier, twenty years 
before she was born, a 45-year-old veteran 
New York State Republican legislator from 
Ogdensburg, took the same oath. One of his 
Congressional friends from the Great Lakes 
once referred to him as ‘‘The St. Lawrence 
Congressman.’’ 

Robert Cameron McEwen, with strong fam-
ily roots in New York’s St. Lawrence County, 
went on to represent the Congressional dis-
trict, bordered by the Thousand Islands and 
Lake Ontario on the West and Lake Cham-
plain on the East, from 1965 until his retire-
ment, in 1981. 

Living on the U.S. shore of the St. Lawrence 
River, he said ‘‘almost near enough to see the 
color of the eyes of the passing captains and 
pilots,’’ he was the first North Country Con-
gressman with such a strong personal tie to 
the St. Lawrence and the Thousand Islands. 

The United States Customs House in 
Ogdensburg, the oldest continually occupied 
Federal building in America, bears his name 
as a tribute to his public service. 

I had the privilege of serving on his Con-
gressional staff from 1969 until his retirement 
in January of 1981—first as his Press Sec-
retary, later as his Special Assistant and finally 
as his Executive Assistant. 

He never missed an opportunity to promote 
the island region. In fact, one of his Congres-
sional colleagues once told me ‘‘When I saw 
Bob McEwen I knew I was going to hear a 
pep talk about either the (Thousand Islands) 
or the Seaway.’’ 

Best Friends Forever: 
‘‘Bob’’ McEwen’s Congress was unlike to-

day’s; its members debated the issues of the 
day with gusto, but at sundown they were 
friends sharing collegiality, respect and friend-
ship. Two immediate lighthearted instances 
come to mind. 

The first was his hosting of his fellow House 
member, Rep. Geraldine Ferraro, a downstate 
Democrat (who later was the Vice Presidential 
candidate on the 1984 Mondale/Ferraro ticket) 
through what seemed like ocean seas on a 
small Coast Guard vessel, from Wellesley Is-
land to Morristown. It was a cold, Fall day. All 
of us onboard were green at the gills and 
holding our stomachs when we finally docked. 
The object was to demonstrate to the influen-
tial Democrat, the dangers of winter navigation 
on the river, a red-hot issue at the time. It 
worked: she joined him in opposition to the 
idea. On the flight back to Washington she 
said ‘‘OK, Bob, you’ve made your point!’’ 

The two were political opposites in both 
party and political philosophy, but they were 
friends forever. 
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The second was his hosting of a senior 

Southern State Democrat, whose support he 
needed for legislation, to benefit the eventual 
expansion of Fort Drum. After the tour of the 
installation near Watertown, the influential col-
league and his wife settled in for a McEwen- 
arranged weekend at a cottage in the shadow 
of the Thousand Islands Bridge. 

Over the course of their stay, the guests 
were treated to a private boat tour of the is-
lands, a traditional shore dinner, a visit to Fort 
Henry at Kingston and several informal ‘‘stop- 
by’’ visits from local movers and shakers, from 
both political parties. If that wasn’t enough, 
knowing of his interest in antique firearms, a 
visit to Ozzie Steele’s gun shop in Clayton re-
sulted in the visitor’s strong interest in an an-
tique handgun on display. They couldn’t agree 
on a price, however, much to the dismay of 
Bob McEwen. 

That sale eventually took place when unbe-
knownst to the ‘‘good ‘ol boy’ ’’ from the South, 
Bob (quietly) paid Ozzie the difference. Every-
body was a winner in that transaction, espe-
cially the North Country, when the Southerner 
became a strong backer of Fort Drum expan-
sion. 

That weekend resulted in another ‘‘forever’’ 
friendship. 

A McEwen Fish Story: 
He proudly wore a belt buckle depicting a 

St. Lawrence Muskie. 
He caught his first Muskie on an Election 

Day in the 70s; he displayed it in his Wash-
ington office. I jokingly named it after his un-
successful Congressional challenger of the 
day. He proudly invited his friends to see it 
and welcomed the opportunity to describe its 
fight to stay in the river. It now hangs in my 
home as a remembrance of his sense of 
humor and his competitive nature—two req-
uisites for success in Congress. 

At a White House reception some time later, 
President Richard Nixon commented on the 

buckle and told stories of his own fishing trips 
to the St. Lawrence, in the months following 
his 1960 defeat by JFK. 

That led to six frozen McEwen Muskie 
steaks being shipped by air, from St. Law-
rence County to the Congressional office, for 
promised delivery to the President. 

My delivery of the wrapped-in-dry-ice steaks 
to the White House, at the Congressman’s be-
hest, certainly caught the attention of the Se-
cret Service, but that’s a story for another 
time. 

A Working Retirement: 
Bob McEwen returned to his native North 

Country upon his retirement, in January, 1981. 
That retirement didn’t last too long. President 
Reagan called him back to work by naming 
him as Chair of the U.S. section of the Inter-
national Joint Commission, a State Depart-
ment entity dealing with American-Canadian 
border issues. No stranger to those matters, 
he had been an active member of the U.S./ 
Canada Inter-Parliamentary Group, a low-key 
association of American Congressmen and 
Canadian Parliamentarians, who met regularly 
to discuss issues of mutual concern. He had 
also been a founder of the Great Lakes Con-
ference of Congressmen, which met in the 
Capitol to share input on maritime, trade, envi-
ronmental and other matters affecting the 
Lakes regions. 

Back Home: 
Bob McEwen died in 1995. In delivering his 

eulogy in Ogdensburg, I said: ‘‘Bob knew that 
when the time came for his final roll call vote, 
as a veteran and member of the House of 
Representatives, he could be interred beside 
some of our nation’s greatest heroes, states-
men (and) Supreme Court Justices . . . in Ar-
lington National Cemetery. . . . He knew he 
was entitled to an interment with pomp and 
circumstance. But Bob was a man of the 
North Country. He wanted it simple. He want-
ed it here.’’ 

The ‘‘St. Lawrence Congressman’’ is buried 
in Ogdensburg—not too far from the shore of 
the river he called home.’’ 

Mr. Speaker, thank you for allowing me a 
few minutes to share the memory of Con-
gressman Bob McEwen. I yield back the bal-
ance of my time. 

f 

HONORING TALAN LANG 

HON. SAM GRAVES 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, February 12, 2015 

Mr. GRAVES of Missouri. Mr. Speaker, I 
proudly pause to recognize Talan Lang. Talan 
is a very special young man who has exempli-
fied the finest qualities of citizenship and lead-
ership by taking an active part in the Boy 
Scouts of America, Troop 692, and earning 
the most prestigious award of Eagle Scout. 

Talan has been very active with his troop, 
participating in many scout activities. Over the 
many years Talan has been involved with 
scouting, he has not only earned numerous 
merit badges, but also the respect of his fam-
ily, peers, and community. Most notably, Talan 
has become a member of the Order of the 
Arrow and the Tribe of Mic-O-Say, while also 
serving his troop as Patrol Leader. Talan has 
also contributed to his community through his 
Eagle Scout project. Talan picked up more 
than 100 bags of trash from the intersection of 
Interstate 70 and Adams Dairy Parkway in 
Blue Springs, Missouri. Talan also planted na-
tive grasses to beautify the intersection. 

Mr. Speaker, I proudly ask you to join me in 
commending Talan Lang for his accomplish-
ments with the Boy Scouts of America and for 
his efforts put forth in achieving the highest 
distinction of Eagle Scout. 
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